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TRANSPARENT GIVING 
STRATEGIC IMPACT
LASTING RESULTS



THI follows a rigorous and transparent 
grantmaking process to ensure that 
every donation supports high-impact 
programs and trusted partners  
in Greece.

We focus on two core areas: 

Humanitarian Aid
Providing essential support –  
such as food, shelter, and healthcare – 
for vulnerable individuals and families.

Economic Development
Backing initiatives that foster job 
creation, entrepreneurship, and  
long-term economic growth.

OUR MISSION 
AND MODEL

The Hellenic Initiative (THI) was 
created in 2012, offering an impactful 
and transparent way to give back to 
Greece. 

For the first time, Diaspora Greeks 
and Philhellenes around the world 
have come together to create a 
trusted vehicle for giving – one that 
unites philanthropy with strategy, and 
compassion with measurable impact. 

THI is all about uniting Greeks around 
the world around philanthropy by 
investing in the future of Greece. 
We provide essential aid to those 
most in need while building long-
term pathways to employment, 
entrepreneurship, and economic 
development. 

Over $25 million invested 
through 370+ grants, 
driving opportunity and 
resilience across Greece 
since 2012.



HUMANITARIAN 

AID

Greek Food Bank
Fighting food insecurity 

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 1,8 million meals and 190,000 glasses  

of milk distributed
	٪ More than 50,000 people served

ELPIDA
Supporting children fighting cancer and their families

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ Equipment funded for the Centre for Cell and 

Gene Therapy to improve patient care

ELIZA
Protecting children from abuse and neglect. 

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 500+ children supported annually through 

hospital Child Safety Units. 

SOS Children’s Villages Greece
Supporting at-risk children through family and 
education programs

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 2,000+ children and youth supported in Athens, 

Thessaloniki, Alexandroupolis, and Patras

Greek Fire Service
Providing critical firefighting equipment after 
devastating wildfires

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 6 specialized vehicles donated to the 

Greek Fire Service.

Greek Youth Symphony Orchestra
Empowering young musicians through world-class 
opportunities 

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 90 Greek musicians performed at Carnegie Hall 

in 2024

THI Summer Youth Academy
A month-long basketball and mentorship camp 
empowering underprivileged youth

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 100+ children participating every year

THI Volunteer Connect
Creating a digital platform connecting THI’s global 
community with volunteering opportunities across 
Greece. 

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 15+ volunteer projects launched nationwide. 

Prolepsis-Diatrofi
Providing nutritious meals to students in vulnerable 
communities

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 86,300 meals provided to children  

around Greece. 

Plant a Tree in Greece
A nationwide reforestation initiative

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 30,000 trees planted in total across Greece.

EXAMPLES OF 
THI IN ACTION



VENTURE IMPACT AWARDS

ReGeneration
Greece’s largest youth employment initiative, co-
founded by THI and the Coca-Cola Co to reverse the 
“brain drain” 

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 4,500+ hirings – 1,5 hiring every 4 hours
	٪ 2,000 partner companies 
	٪ €32M+ in salaries unlocked 
	٪ 1,5 million hours of training delivered

Venture Impact Awards
Annual awards by THI supporting early-stage Greek 
startups driving innovation and social impact. 

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 57 winners supported
	٪ $915,000 in funding awarded
	٪ Sectors include agrifood, environment, 

education, and technology 

Odyssea
Empowering vulnerable youth and long term 
unemployed through vocational training and job 
placement

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 220 young people trained
	٪ 136 individuals employed
	٪ THI funds supported the launch of a new  

Youth Center in Thessaloniki 

AFI- Microfinance for All
Greece’s pioneering microfinance institution, 
enabling small entrepreneurs to access capital. 

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 47 business financed
	٪ 251 trained
	٪ 28 new jobs created in regional Greece

VentureGarden
A classroom-based entrepreneurship education 
program fully funded by THI since 2014, helping 
individuals turn ideas into viable businesses. 

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ 338 ventures supported 
	٪ 1000+ jobs created, 
	٪ $11M+ raised in capital. 

Cyprus Seeds
A pioneering initiative supporting the 
commercialization of academic research in Cyprus 
by bridging science with entrepreneurship

What we accomplished with your gift:
	٪ Creation of 6 spinoffs in the areas of health,  

art, energy, and environment
	٪ Filing of 9 patents, of which 3  

have been granted
	٪ Conclusion of 1 licensing agreement with a 

major US pharma company

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

EXAMPLES OF 
THI IN ACTION



THI supported the operation of THI’s Summer Youth Academy, which provided more than 100 children 
from all backgrounds in Attica with a two-week camp centered around basketball and aimed at 

fostering personal growth and a sense of community. 

Co-founded by THI and Coca-Cola,  
ReGeneration has created over 4,500 jobs for Greek graduates.

The Hellenic Initiative conducted a Greek Fires campaign that 
raised $550,000 from 4,500 individuals from 47 countries. 

A 
STRUCTURED 

PROCESS

Idea 
Vetting

Formal
Review

Early 
Assessment

Grant 
Agreement

Monitoring  
& Reporting

Beyond funding, THI actively partners with grantees 
at every stage. We co-develop ideas, share 
knowledge, and help solve challenges. This hands-
on approach fosters deep, trusting relationships  
and amplifies the effectiveness of every grant. 
THI follows the guiding principles of the venture 
philanthropy approach. 

OUR 
COLLABORATIVE 

APPROACH

We identify and assess 
proposals – either 
submitted directly or 
sourced by our team 
–  aligned with THI’s 
strategic priorities. 

Organizations that 
meet our standards 
submit detailed 
applications and 
budgets and answer a 
list of questions ranging 
from governance to 
marketing. These are 
reviewed by our team 
on the ground and 
presented to the THI 
Grants Committee and 
Board for final approval. 

Promising ideas are 
developed into pre-
proposals that clearly 
define the problem, 
proposed solution, and 
value-added approach. 

A formal agreement 
outlines the purpose, 
structure and key 
performance indicators 
(KPIs), including both 
outputs (e.g., number 
of people served) and 
outcomes (e.g., skills 
gained, jobs created). 

THI maintains close 
communication with 
grantees throughout the 
grant period. Progress 
is tracked through 
monthly reports and 
financial documentation 
to ensure accountability 
and impact. 

   

Each grant follows a 
structured process:





Through its Plant a Tree program, THI has planted over 27,000 trees all over Greece.

Elpida is one of the most trusted and effective partners in The Hellenic Initiative’s philanthropic 
mission. Founded in 1990 by a group of compassionate women led by Marianna V. Vardinoyannis, 

ELPIDA has become a national symbol of hope, compassion, and care for children suffering  
from cancer and their families.  

Every gift to THI is an investment in 
Greece’s people, potential, and future. 

Together we’re building a Greece  
that not only endures – but thrives

#OliMazi
#DaretoDream

www.thehellenicinitiative.org



The Hellenic Initiative
750 Lexington Ave., 9th floor 

New York, NY 10022

+646-926-1972
info@thehellenicinitiative.org
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